
Having supplied components to both F1 

racing teams and numerous marine-based 

companies, maybe it’s not surprising that 

we’ve chosen to sponsor the Multispark 

Thundercats Team 61 during 2015.

The 14-race season provided non-stop 

thrills and spills right from the start, with 

our drivers, Gary Tolman and Scott Brown 

facing stiff competition to keep their 

Ceaser infl atable in contention.

But then came the UIM P750 World 

Championships in Malta, and against 

all the odds, they powered their way to 

outright victory in the Circuit Racer class 

and that catapulted them up the table to a 

richly deserved third place overall.

So, a fantastic fi nale to the season – 

and cause for even greater expectations 

for 2016.

Although we’ve long been aware that our 

project manager, John Groombridge, was 

a man of many talents, we’ve only recently 

discovered that he wants to follow in the 

wheel-tracks of Bradley Wiggins and 

Chris Froome.

So next July, he’s off on his own personal 

Tour de France, when he rides 400 

kilometres from London to Paris as part 

of the British Heart Foundation’s fantastic 

fund-raiser.

Granted, he probably won’t be cycling up 

the Alps or sprinting to the line like Mark 

Cavendish, but it’s still going to be an 

incredibly worthwhile undertaking and just 

what we’d expect from John.

Obviously, we’ll be sponsoring him and 

there’s plenty of time for you to do the 

same – or even get on your bike and join 

him if you’re up for the challenge. Just 

visit https://www.bhf.org.uk/get-involved/

events/overseas-challenges/london-to-paris-

tour-de-france for more details.

Welcome to the new edition of DP Update, 

which comes at the end of an exceptionally 

busy summer for us.

We’ve been involved in some exciting new 

sub-sea and aerospace projects, installed a 

brand new server, put our e-mail system on 

Microsoft Cloud and moved our back-up 

storage off-site for better security and ease 

of access.

We’ve even found time to put in a cutting-

edge biometric recognition clocking-in 

system that’s enabled us to automate all 

our time-keeping data and provide direct 

help on job performance and effi ciency.

There’s much more in the pipeline too – so 

keep an eye out for our next Update and 

make sure you’re in the know.

Andrew Piper 
Managing Director

dp update

Thundercats are go

John’s on his bike
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Having put quality and innovation 
at the heart of everything we do, 
materials testing obviously has a 
fundamental part to play in ensuring 
we achieve the standards that have 
become synonymous with our name. 
And to this end, we’re now forming a 
working partnership with Artis – the 
Melksham based company that’s widely 
acknowledged as a leader in its fi eld.

At its superbly equipped laboratories, 
Artis is able to undertake a 
comprehensive range of testing, analysis 

and development – providing critically 
accurate data relating to a huge variety 
of rubbers and polymers.

Their dedicated team of expert scientists 
and technicians can investigate virtually 
any factor that might affect the seals 
or mouldings we produce – from 
temperature extremes to chemical 
contamination, UV ageing to pressure 
fl uctuations and everything else besides.

And just to underline their commitment 
to quality, they’ve recently installed six 
new autoclaves to carry out the sour gas 

testing that’s essential for compliance 
with stringent standards such as 
NORSOK M-710.

“Having access to an independent 
research facility like Artis is a real plus 
point for us,” says MD, Andrew Piper, 
“and we’re looking forward to utilising 
their expertise on a wide range of 
projects.

If you’d like to know more about Artis, 
visit their website at www.artis.uk.com

Apprentices are the lifeblood of industry and as 
a company with a keen eye on the future, one of 
our priorities has always been to nurture the next 
generation of technicians and engineers – and 
21-year-old Shane Murphy is a prime example of 
that commitment.

Having been a full-time scholar with AFC Bournemouth (sorry, 
that should be ‘Premiership side’ AFC Bournemouth) Shane 
joined us at 17 and was offered an apprenticeship after his 
fi rst year. 

Combining day-release at college and a comprehensive 
learning experience within the company, Shane rapidly gained 
a wide-ranging knowledge of our products and processes – 
and now he’s a well-qualifi ed and highly valued member of 
our quality control team.

“Every day is different at DP Seals,” says Shane. “I’m always 
learning something new and everyone’s willing and able to 
help me progress as far as possible within the company.”

Shane hasn’t hung up his football boots either, and currently 
keeps goal for Southern League side, Dorchester Town. A case 
of both our futures being in safe hands, wouldn’t you say.

Our perfect partners

Talkin’ bout the 
next generation

Shane at work on one of the inspection machines in our 
central, quality control room.

Artis have a 
comprehensive range of 
equipment and facilities 
for testing rubbers and 
polymers.



3-D delivers even more
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Of course, most importantly, we’re available face to 
face, so feel free to call on 01202 674 671 and we’ll 
be pleased to arrange a time to meet up with you to 
discuss requirements.  

Since its introduction, there’s little 
doubt that 3-D printing has led to 
a signifi cant improvement in the 
timescale of prototype development 
and we’ve embraced the technology 
to further enhance the service we 
offer to our customers.

With new materials becoming available all 

the time, we can now produce samples 

to meet an increasingly wide range of 

criteria – exhibiting hardness values from 

40 to 95 shore, and adjustable in 10° 

hardness increments.

For our customers, the benefi t is that 

we can rapidly supply multiple versions 

of any individual component, each with 

a different shore value or incorporating 

minor changes to the design specifi cation.

With 3-D polymer printing materials 

exhibiting many elastomeric 

characteristics – including hardness, tear 

resistance, elongation at break and tensile 

strength – it’s now perfectly feasible to 

create a much more realistic form of the 

fi nished component. And that means 

visualising the end result, assessing its 

aesthetics and fi t, and identifying any 

potential design fl aw are all easier and 

quicker than ever.

“3-D printing technology is evolving 

extremely quickly,” says MD, Andrew 

Piper, “and by taking advantage of all 

the latest development, we can stay 

ahead of the game where prototyping is 

concerned.”

For when only the real material will do, we provide our own in-house rapid 

prototyping for short-run production during the R&D phase.




